
 
INTRODUCTION - BUKIRIRO… INJILI YA 5 

This Swahili poem – Bukiriro…Injili ya Tano (translated in English as Bukiriro…A 

Fifth Gospel) – is written by Father Didas Kasusura, a diocesan priest of Rulenge-Ngara 

Diocese in Western Tanzania. It is very timely as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 

Small Christian Communities in Eastern Africa (1973 – 2023). Bishop Christopher 

Mwoleka, then Bishop of Rulenge Diocese, Tanzania, was one of the Bishop-Founders 

of SCCs in the AMECEA Region. At the time he lived part time very close to the local 

people in Nyabihanga Village, a part of Bukiriro Outstation of Rulenge Parish. Now 

Bukiriro is a parish. As the poem narrates Mwoleka spearheaded the development of 

Small Christian Communities (Jumuiya Ndogo Ndogo za Kikristo in Swahili). He built on 

the theology and practice of the Second Vatican Council. The term “A Fifth Gospel” has 

a long history with many books written about it. It is a valid metaphor in theology 

today. “Gospel” and “good news” can be applied to the way that God is revealing God 

through our human experience and daily lives. In light of the insights of the Story 

Theology/Theology of Story/Narrative Theology/Palaver Theology/Conversation 

Theology, our stories of faith are examples of Fifth Gospels. So the faith experience of 

the Christians of Bukiriro Parish today are a living Fifth Gospel. 

 

BUKIRIRO… INJILI YA 5                               
Injili ya Tano imetambulika, imefundishwa, 

Na kutangazwa hapa kwetu Bukiriro, 

Bukiriro ni jina zuri na tamu, 

Mahali pakuponea kuishi na kufurahia. 

 

Tega sikio usikie jinsi tulivyoponea hapa Bukiriro, 

Hayati Askofu Christopher Mwoleka, 

Akiongozwa na Roho wa Bwana kuishi, 

Maono na maelekezo ya Mtaguso wa Pili wa Vatikani, 

Aliacha yote Uaskofuni na kujitwika vilago vyake 

Kuishi Nyabihanga katika Kijiji cha Bukiriro.  

 

Lengo na nia kuishi maisha ya Jumuiya, 

Ndogondogo za Kikristu zenye ufanano, 

Zenye kulenga umoja, upendo na mshikamano, 

wa Jumuiya za kwanza za Kikristu,  



Wengi walitafsiri kwa furaha, ujasili na ukalimu huo, 

Wengine, wengi walitafsiri visivyo wakizani ni woga, 

na kukwepa majukumu ya kiaskofu Jimboni. 

 

Wenye macho hawaambiwi tazama, wengi walifika, 

Nyabihanga na Bukiriro wakimtafuta  Askofu anayeishi, 

Kijijini, walifurahi na kuthibitisha ukweli  

kumuona aliyeishi, ujamaa na kujitegemea  

Wa nje wakampa majina likiwemo jina la 

“Askofu PekuPeku” kwa kizungu “Barefooted Bishop” 

 

Siku si nyingi wamisionari, waandishi, na wachambuzi wa,  

Maisha ya kanisa wakatililika mmoja kwa mwingine, 

Kati yao akaja Padre Joseph Healey 

(Maryknoll) aliomba kuishi naye hapo Kijijini Nyabihanga, 

Wakisali kwa pamoja na wakristu na kuharakatika mashambani, 

Wakilima viazi, mihogo, maharage na mahindi bila kusahau, 

Kuitunza migomba na mifugo. 

 

Padre Healey hakukawia kung’amua yakuwa Askofu, yeye  

na wote walioishi maisha ya pamoja na umoja waliandika na  

kuitangaza injili ya tano,  

injili tunayoidawa sote kuiandika katika maisha yetu ya Kikristu, 

injili nne zilizoandikwa na wafuasi wakristu Mathayo, Marko, Luka na Yohana, 

ndiyo msingi na mwito wa kuiishi na kuitangaza injili ya tano, 

Hongera Parokia ya Bukiriro kwa Kuishi na kutangaza kwenu Injili ya Tano. 


