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AsIPA General Assembly II
The Situation of the Catholic Church in Korea
and the Mission Statement
31. Dec. 1999.
1) Area, Population, Ecclesiastical Territories and Workforce 

	Area(㎢)
	Population
	Catholics (%)
	Bishops
	Priests
	Parishes
	Secondary 
Stations

	127,836
	47,335,678
	3,946,844(8.3)
	25
	2,927
	1,190
	1,120


2) Catholics and their Variation 

	Catholics
	Increase
	Decrease

	1998
	1999
	Variation
	Baptisms
	Immigration
	Total
	Death
	Emigration
	Total

	3,804,094
	3,946,844
	+142,750
	183,282
	344,264
	527,546
	17,003
	342,831
	363,416


3) Sacramental Ministry (Baptisms) 

	Catechumens
	Baptisms
	Baptisms in 
Danger of 
Death

	Total during
the Year
	as of 
Dec. 31
	Baptisms Classification
	Sex Classification
	

	
	
	Children
	Adults
	Total
	Men
	Women
	

	216,884
	56,814
	39,013
	144,270
	183,283
	81,595
	101,688
	8,310


4) Sacramental Ministry (Others) 

	Confirmations
	Anointing
 of the Sick
	Confessions
	Easter 
Communions

	78,808
	16,685
	4,922,473
	1,082,507


	Marriages
	Non-Practicing
	Participants
 in Sunday 
Mass (%)

	Sacramental
	With a Dispensation(%)
	Total
	Whereabouts 
Known(%)
	Whereabouts 
Unknown(%)
	

	8,080
	16,147
	24,227
	556,103(14)
	693,012(17.6)
	1,164,630(29.5)


AsIPA General Assembly II
Pastoral Report -- The Archdiocese of Seoul, Korea
I.  The situation of the Church in the Archdiocese of Seoul and the  
Mission Statement 

      31. Dec. 1999.
	      1. Area, Population, Ecclesiastical Territories and Workforce 

Area(㎢)
	Population
	Catholics(%)
	Bishops
	Priests
	Parishes
	Secondary 
Stations

	20,126
	12,358,958
	1,299,904(11)
	4
	897
	216
	12


 2. Catholics and their Variation 

	Catholics
	Increase
	Decrease

	1998
	1999
	Variation
	Baptisms
	Immigration
	Total
	Death
	Emigration
	Total

	1,253,392
	1,299,904
	+46,512
	55,926
	124,045
	179,971
	4,548
	128,911
	133,459


 3. Sacramental Ministry(Baptisms) 

	Catechumens
	Baptisms
	Baptisms in 
Danger of 
Death

	Total during
the Year
	as of 
Dec. 31
	Baptisms Classification
	Sex Classification
	

	
	
	Children
	Adults
	Total
	Men
	Women
	

	59,392
	12,813
	10,409
	45,517
	55,926
	23,239
	32,687
	2,192


 4. Sacramental Ministry(Others) 

	Confirmations
	Anointings
 of the Sick
	Confessions
	Easter 
Communions

	22,760
	5,157
	1,579,490
	335,347


	Marriages
	Non-Practicing
	Participants
 in Sunday 
Mass(%)

	Sacramental

	with a Dispensation(%)
	Total
	Whereabouts 
Known(%)
	Whereabouts 
Unknown(%)
	

	3,450
	5,001(59)
	8,451
	91,171(7)
	295,307(22.7)
	366,805(28.2)


II. EVANGELIZATION THROUGH SMALL COMMUNITIES IN The ARCHDIOCESE OF SEOUL
1.  Aims and Focus of Pastoral Work in the Archdiocese of Seoul 
     
From 1992 to 2000, the Archdiocese of Seoul set up a long term plan with the goal   

 "Evangelization 2000 and Vitalization of Small Christian Communities".  This goal was carried out in different stages. 

A.  First Stage of Evangelization 2000: 1992 to 1994 

     1)  To achieve a new perception and understanding of evangelization and Small       
           Communities in the whole diocese.
                  2)  To encourage people to experience the Small Christian Community by 
     participating in it voluntarily.
3) To develop existing "Ban meetings"(section meetings) into Small Christian     
           Communities.
      4)  To organize evangelization committees and leadership training. 

B.  Second Stage of Evangelization 2000: 1995 to 1997 
     1)  To realize the image of parish in the year 2000 that "the parish community is 
          made up of many Small Christian Communities." 
     2)  To focus the pastoral effort of priests to unite the Gospel and the daily life of the  

          people of God. 

                  3)  To emphasize evangelization of our youth as a new arena for the Small 
                        Christian Community (Reflection on primary/secondary school students and the 
            youth). 

C.  Third Stage of Evangelization 2000: 1998 to Jubilee Year 2000 

     1)  Evangelization in preparation for Jubilee year 2000. 
     2)  To emphasize the call to mission of the parish communities
     3)  To move from communion in the community to a missionary community. 

     4)  To open a Diocesan Synod. 
2.  Introduce AsIPA 

       A.  We repeatedly demonstrate to the lay people for nine years enlightening them in   

answering the question, “What is evangelization?”  We use a seven step group        

 response, using five specific Models, etc.   

  B.  The priests were offered several training sessions.  At one point, there was 
strong opposition by a group of priest because the Small Christian Communities concept was introduced to the laity before the priests were informed about them.  
  C.  In an effort to promote an active participation of priests,  a “Priest Training 
       Program” was organized.  During the Bishops pastoral visits, they would  

       promote and reflect on a SCC programs and the evangelization process in a 
       their respective parishes. 
       D. In the Archdiocese of Seoul, the office of Evangelization 2000 gave training 
programs on Steps 1 and 2 for the Ban (SCC) leaders.  Then, these leaders went   

back to their respective parishes to animate them.  However, only a few parishes utilized them in parish communities. 
E. In 1996 a training program was developed using Step 1 at the Deanery level.  There was also a training program developed using Step 2 at the Diocesan level.  These two programs helped prepare them in developing Small Christian Communities.   
3.  Achievements 
      A. Since 1992, with continual efforts over 13,000 Ban meetings developed into 20,000  
 Small Christian Communities in the Archdiocese of Seoul.  In fellowship with one   

 another, they met together to pray and had Gospel sharing through which their   

 faith deepened as well as their sense of belonging.  Also, they became actively   

 involved in service within their neighborhoods. 

      B.   Through continual leadership training, people joyfully carried out the mandate to the 
laity. Lay people became conscious of the fact that "they are the church". Therefore,    

they cooperated in the efforts of building up the Kingdom of God using their gifts 
and various professions. 

C.   The Ban (SCC) leaders of every parish took part in the training for SCCs and became
actively involved in their parish life. 

D.  The laity lived out the Gospel message in their life and actively participated in parish   

life and began to find their places in the Church. 

E. The bishops tried to listen to the experiences of the priests in their effort to  

evangelize and what was actually happening within their parishes.
F. There were specific aims and focuses of  the 2000 Parish Pastoral Workers in the 
Archdiocese of Seoul on SCCs (Small Christian Communities)
G. Number of total parish: 206                              (31. Dec. 1999) 

	Number of send a 2000  Parish 
Pastoral Work 
	 Pastoral Aims: SCC
	 Percentage 

	           141
	    105
	      74%


4.  Courses 
      A. Training Lay Leaders for Small Christian Communities 

       1.  First and Second-step training sessions for the Area/Ban (SCC) leaders were 
             similar to the first step of AsIPA.  From 1993 to present, the training has progressed   

             step-by- step.  This training involved the following:
a)  Who: Lay men and women, area leaders, ban leaders 

b)  Duration: Each step took 2 hours per week for 5 weeks 



c)  Content: Used various methods.  They were:  Gospel sharing (Seven Steps common 


     response and AMOS programs, Small Christian Communities, Our Journey 
            Together,  Participating Church, Towards the Small Christian Communities,   

            Five Stages of Parish Growth, and Caring for the sick 

       d)  Trainer:  Priests (give in-puts); lay people (case report) 

       e)  Number of Parishes:  

	 
	Level 
	   Women
	Men

	 1998  
(Number of total parish: 200)
	Level  I
	171(86%)
	91(46%)

	
	Level  II
	115(58%)
	96(48%)

	1999
(Number of total parish: 206)
	Level  I
	170(83%)
	100(49%)

	
	Level  II
	140(68%)
	56(27%)


f)  Number of Participants (Average for a year): 

	    Level 
	Women
	Men

	Level  I
	2,304
	695

	Level  II
	1,472
	320


The first level of leaders' training courses were organized with every deanery utilizing their own resources.  The second level was conducted by the diocesan pastoral team. 
        2) Monthly Refreshers Course for the Ban (section)/Area Leaders: 
            From 1990 to present 

   
   a)  Who:  Lay women leaders 

             b)  Duration:  Once a month (11x a year), 10-15 Areas 

c)  Content:  Used various methods.  They were:  Gospel sharing (Seven Steps,       

     Common Response and AMOS program), Small Christian Communities, and Caring    

     for the sick 

d) Trainer:  Mostly priests (gave in-puts), lay people (case report) 

 e) Number of Participants (Average of a year) 

	 Leaders, Participants and Attendance
	    1998
	     1999

	Total Number of Section(Area/Ban) Leaders
	 17,734
	   19,233

	Average No. of Participants
	   8,673
	     7,871

	Percentage of Attendance
	     49%
	       40%


3)  Other training courses:  Caring for the sick, Training of the Parish Council,   

      deepening of Gospel sharing, and Evangelization Methodology etc. 
A. The Training Course for Priests and Religious 
1) Training Priests and Deacons for Small Christian Community 
                   (Similar to first level of AsIPA) 

                    - 1993 to 1994:  All pastors and assistants in the diocese (diocesan directory) 

                    - 1995 to 2000:  Once a year, 4-day course (about 20 voluntary participants) 

                    - 1997 onwards:  Once a year, 5-day program for deacons 

             2)  Training for Pastoral Sisters (similar to first level of AsIPA) 

                   - 1994:  300 Sisters participated (organized by Major Superiors Conference) 

                   - 1995 to 1998:  3x a year, 4-day course 

             3)  Priest Interest Groups on Small Christian Communities and Evangelization 

(2000 onwards, 6x a year seminar) 

4)  Training Leaders to Use Textbooks for Catechumenate: "Our   

     Journey Together" 

A.   Who:  Catechists and assistants (priests, religious, lay people) 

B.   Duration:  First level (4 hours a day), Second level (once a month, 5 weeks) Course for 
       each level was given 5x a year. 

C.  Content: Goal of "Our Journey Together",  philosophy of every step, practicum 

D.  Trainer:  Priests (give inputs), religious (most of the time), lay people (case report) 

E.  Number of Participants: 

	     
	1995-1998

	Number of Parishes
	171

	Participants
	1,893


      F.  Number of Parishes that use the text:  First Level 
	     
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	April 1999

	Text-Using Parishes 
	16 (9%)
	49 (28%)
	49 (26%)
	69 (34%)
	64 (30%)


    G.  Criteria for Text-Using Parish:  Using over 50 copies annually 

    H.  Present "Our Journey Together" has been re-organized with 30 subjects and is in the  

     process of reprinting.  This will be available at the end of 2000. 
5.  The AsIPA booklets used by the Evangelization Office 

We also used the following booklets:  A Small Christian Community, Building Small Christian Communities, The Pastoral Use of the Bible, Toward Community Church, The Christian Community and Its Leaders, Our Journey Together, Christian Initiation of Adults, Spiritual Formation for Community Leaders, Care of the Sick, Gospel Sharing (Seven Steps), Developing Shared Ministry, and The Training of Pastoral Counselors in Shared Responsibility.
6.  Difficulties 

A.  Evangelization of the 2000 Plan:  With the announcement of the "Evangelization 
      2000 Plan,” the diocese strongly  promoted the process for Small Christian Communities.  Initially, the pastors reacted negatively and were indifferent.  There were two reasons for this reaction.  First, there were already existing and working "bans".  The pastors question was, “Why should we import the model of Small Christian Community from Lumko?”  Secondly, there seem to be no clear differences between the existing "ban" and Small Christian Communities.  Even though the priests recognized the need for Small Christian Communities, they were pessimistic and skeptical about whether our culturally different concept and method would be acceptable and successful in our country.  Also, the approach of the diocese caused some of this negativity and indifference.  In addition, the process toward Small Christian Communities appeared to add more work for the pastors.  
On the other hand, the diocese had not been  updated with the ecclesiology of Vatican II.  Also, the church leaders were not aware what was happening  in the diocese. The bishops initiated this new method of evangelization without any introduction to the pastors.  This was one of the main reasons for some of the conflict and disapproval.   
B. To Activate Priests In The SCC Process:   Without having a deep awareness of the need for SCCs and evangelization it posses, introducing the SCC method to already existing Ban Leaders, plus the vision proposed by the FABC for the 3rd millennium initially was not well received.  There were also too many materials given to the lay leaders all at once creating a problem for them. We had to reevaluate these reactions  our people were expressing and address them in an effective manner.  In order to be more effective, we learned to slow down the introduction of the process of SCCs and slow down the distribution of materials whenever necessary.  
7.  Vision 

There have been and there will be many difficulties in the process of evangelization through Small Christian Communities.  In spite of this, we continue to give much effort toward promoting  "our communities with Small Christian Communities".  We will "run so as to reach the goal" (Philippians 3:14) of the community which reveals the mystery of the Trinity.  In order to build Small Christian Communities, there are principles we should remember and respect: 

1)  God is the founder of the Church. 

2)  The Small Christian Community has its own history and locality. Efforts must be made to 
      address the needs of enculturation. 

3) The Small Christian Community has to be careful and mindful that it is part of the 
            character of the organizational parish. They also develop with the life pattern of the  

            parish. Therefore, they have to be aware of the life-- its growth, high and low points 
            of the parish and flow with it. 

4)  More consolidated vision is needed:  The biblical, theological background of the Small 
           Christian Community needs to be integrated with its social and psychological facets.   
5) The vision of the Church needs to be in compliance with the ecclesiology of Vatican II. 

III. A Casework for "Our Journey Together" 

                                 By:   Sr. Emmanuella Kim
                                             Seoul, Korea
I am Sister Emmanuella Kim from the Sisters of Saint Paul of Chartre in Korea. 

During the seventeen years of my apostolate in the Church, I would say that helping catechumens to be born as the children of God has been the most fruitful experience to me. When the parish recommended "Our Journey Together" (A book for Christian initiation of adults), I was very encouraged.  It was like meeting a new light, since I had been groping for a better method for a Christian initiation program, then the limiting system of cramming catechism.
"Our Journey Together" is the catechism of conversion.  It took a period of two years, which involved inviting catechumens to liturgy in the Christian community.  Inviting them to liturgy helped them grow as they shared the words and life of God; thereby, undergoing changes in their own life. 
However, there were some difficulties during this period.  We ran into difficulties working within the system in starting this program.  First, there was not a religious community to facilitate the catechumens.  Secondly, the period of the catechism in our country was ten months at that time (now it is six months_.  Therefore, after much thinking, I realized I needed to develop a new method for managing the catechism class and allotment of roles.   I prepared the new curriculum and the guideline for the facilitators and for the method of catechism corresponding with the Korean mindset. 

Among these, the most important matter was the training of lay facilitators. One hundred and fifty laity were selected to facilitate one hundred catechumens who were coming every month in the peak of the mission. The whole community was growing gradually through receiving training and education given to parishes.  The weekly preliminary meetings where we evaluated and discussed what was going on in these parishes helped the growth within these parishes.   

Every leader was asked to be a facilitator who would be the companion in class.  This facilitator would inspire their participants and give them the opportunity to actively participate.  They would also support the participants as time went by.   
I really felt the work of the Holy Spirit among us.  From the enthusiastic facilitator’s warm hearted attitude who prayed and fasting for 40 days to prepare for the baptism of one person in trouble, to the active participation from the catechumens in class, the work of the Holy Spirit was evident.      
 
After one year, many changes occurred implementing this program. The experiences in this program brought the catechumen closer together and they bonded very well.  Because of this bonding, they were eager to attend the class. They were involved more positively because they actually played the major role in the catechumen’s  small community. After their baptism, as the mental intimacy increased among them, a number of the people joined the Small Christian Community (SCC) naturally.  Natural sharing and positive participation of the newly baptized stimulated the previously baptized Catholics during many SCC meetings.
The number of baptized people increased from 700 per year to 1,100 per year after 3 years of this practice.  The educated 150 lay facilitators who participated in this program were delighted with the outcome.  They believed working in this program to be more rewarding than any other dedication in the church and was helpful to their own sanctification as well. 

During the six years' studying "Our Journey Together", I also experienced the growth and change in me.  In the past I led my plan and program, but my eyes were open to the Holy Spirit leading me in the right direction.  I was inspired to be a facilitator leading the people in this program to become more aware of the Holy Spirit working within them.
Since this experience, I have felt more concretely thankful to the living God going through "Our Journey Together". Thank you very much.
AsIPA General Assembly II
Guide for the Masan Diocesan (S. Korea) Report
I.  On the Local Church 

    A.  The Situation of the Church in Masan Diocese and the Mission 
     Statement 

31. Dec. 1999. 
	1) Area, Population, Ecclesiastical Territories and Workforce 

Area(㎢)
	Population
	Catholics(%)
	Bishops
	Priests
	Parishes
	Secondary 
Stations

	8,994
	2,514,177
	136,337(5.4)
	1
	122
	62
	73


2) Catholics and their Variation 

	Catholics
	Increase
	Decrease

	1998
	1999
	Variation
	Baptisms
	Immigration
	Total
	Death
	Emigration
	Total

	132,333
	136,337
	+4,004
	5,213
	5,410
	10,623
	1,001
	5,618
	6,619


3) Sacramental Ministry (Baptisms) 

	Catechumens
	Baptisms
	Baptisms in 
Danger of 
Death

	Total during
the Year
	as of 
Dec. 31
	Baptisms Classification
	Sex Classification
	

	
	
	Children
	Adults
	Total
	Men
	Women
	

	6,769
	1,593
	1,067
	4,146
	5,213
	2,244
	2,969
	289


4) Sacramental Ministry (Others) 

	Confirmations
	Anointing
 of the Sick
	Confessions
	Easter 
Communions

	2,054
	495
	11,9661
	34,231


	Marriages
	Non-Practicing
	Participants
 in Sunday 
Mass (%)

	Sacra
-mental
	With a Dispensation (%)
	Total
	Whereabouts 
Known (%)
	Whereabouts 
Unknown (%)
	

	172
	494(74.2)
	666
	28,761(21.1)
	30,611(22.4)
	31,135(22.8)


 B. The Statement of the SCCs in Masan Diocese 
1) Condition of the present                                                 31. Dec. 1999.                       
	Parishes
	SCCs
	 Total
members
	Active
members
	Contents of
meeting
	Condition of consciousness

	60
	1,196
	45,929
	12,388
(27%)
	∙monthly meeting
∙gospel sharing :
  - 7steps
  - group response
∙eating together
	not bad


	Condition of activity
	Main  actions

	not bad
	∙caring for the transferred people, non-practicing, catechumen
∙helping the patients, single old men, the young heads of a family
∙mission
∙visiting one another


II.   Process of Training for Advancement
    A.  The Year Of SCC 
 In 1996, the year of SCC was proclaimed in The Annual Bishop's Message. Since then,  we have tried to realize the main point of the Annual Bishop's Message through SCC.  For example; mission, love one another and a closer focus on morality and justice. 

   B.  Priest Training 
We received the basic training from our diocese self plan twice in the year 1994 and 1997 for all the priests of our diocese.  There were thirteen priests who participated in depth training courses by the Archdiocese of Seoul’s plan in 1996 and in 2000.   There were three priests who joined the AsIPA I in 1998. 

  C.  Mission Nun Training 

In 1997, there was provision for a special lecture given to nuns from different religious orders.  The lecture that was offered dealt with the question, “What is the SCC movement (process)?"  

  D.  Training Course For Priests and Nuns 

In March 27-29 2000, we instituted basic training courses for priests and nuns in 
our Diocese.   We continue to provide these courses every year. 

  E.  Training Our SCC Leaders 

Every spring and fall since 1994, we offer our SCC leaders training.  About one thousand lay leaders attend.  The following topics that are covered include:  

What is SCC?  What is Evangelization?  What does our present Church looked like?  The five stage of parish growth.  The method of Gospel sharing using the 7 Steps method  and Group Response.  The relationship between SCC and other action groups.   The plans of activating SCC.   How to solve the problems.  
We also have exercises that discuss the following questions:  

Where are we?  The pains and gains of growth.  The problems and solutions in 7 steps of Gospel sharing,  The role and service of SCC leaders.   Jubilee and SCC Process.   SCC and mission,  Etc. 
F. Training Of SCC New Leaders
Once a year  since 1999,  the new leaders discuss the following topics:  
The Role and Responsibility of a Leader.  What is SCC?  What does the ideal Church looked like?  What thought and method do we while sharing the Gospel? 

G. Seminar On The SCC Process 
We made it a point to provide seminars with parish council members present.  Two or three times a year for a total of nine times,  we educated them about the general profundity of SCCs.   There have been around 396 people who attend.  

H.  Parish Lay Training 

We had about eight hundred fifty people from seven parishes who participated in this training.   

I. Religious Meetings Of SCC In A Work Place 

 In 1997 and 1998 we had Religious Meetings discussing the following  topic:  

How can we be a good believer in our working fields?   
On November 11, 2000, we held this meeting again. 
J. Education Through Journals
	 The name of papers
	Period                

	Weekly news of diocese
	1995. 12. 31 - 1996. 7. 7.( 1～2 in month)

	Monthly news of SCC
	Since June 1994.  63th books have been  published. 


K. Publishing Textbook and Spreading SCC
We have been publishing a book titled, Textbook of  SCC Movement.  From July 1997, there have been 5,000 books distributed throughout our communities.  This book contains a teaching plan and a general content of SCC. 

       L.  Research and Surveys
Twice in 1996, we decided to do research to evaluate the progress of our SCCs.  We devised several questions to get a better understanding of how the participants felt and how their SCC experience impacted their lives.  Then, we shared our findings with the district leaders to give them a deeper understanding of how SCCs  help build the Body of Christ.
III. The Diocesan Vision 

We have always had a specific diocesan vision.  In celebration of our diocese Great Jubilee, we focused on evangelization at the local level through our SCCs.  In 2006, we continued to work diligently promoting evangelization as our main mission in honor of our diocese’s 40th Anniversary. 
IV. The Part Of AsIPA Form 

We tried to build SCCs and the participatory Church.   SCCs and a parish became        the participatory Church that evangelized better than those parishes who do not have SCCs.  The parishes that have numerous good SCCs are much healthier. When SCCs are active, the parishes are also active.  We believe the activated SCCs can lead our church to be active and be supportive in our mission. 
 V.     On our AsIPA Team
            A. The brief history of our AsIPA Team 

Since 1998, we had an AsIPA Team in Masan Diocese.  We called it a SCC Movement Professional Committee.  It consisted of 5 priests and 8 lay people.  We had and still do have available basic training in our diocese or in the Archdiocese of Soul.  Since 1988, those members who became aware of the significance of SCCs after their training, developed a team.  Since April 1998, they have been able to meet twelve times to study and discuss SCCs.  However a year before the AsIPA Team was established, we published the book Text of SCC Movement, which contains AsIPA materials. 
Our bishop requested the professional committees, who are members,  to actively try  developing SCCs in the diocese.   Two to three times a year, we have been able to provide seminars for a totally of nine times.  In honor of the bishop, we entrusted SCCs parish committees to 396 people who attended these seminars.  

      
      B.  The Teamwork 

Once a month through meetings, we have been building teamwork.   We have been able to study and publish one’s research.  We have discussions and train people.   We study and concentrate our energy by interacting with teams. 

VI.  On the AsIPA methodology and materials. 

A. We don't have any comment on the AsIPA methodology and materials.  We 
      just talked  about it's good and useful aspects.
C. We think the methodology of Gospel sharing has been difficult for the Korean people.  We find it difficult to share how we feel about how the Gospel relates to our lives today.  We find it difficult to share our emotions and what is in our hearts.  Several times, we go through the process of our training and the training exercises in order to learn how to do this.  A little at a time, we learn these steps  to help ourselves adjust on how to do this process, but it is still difficult to do this.  We do have faith and belief that experiencing the steps ourselves will help our Korean people learn to share their emotions.
D. We have been deeply impressed by two aspects of Small Christian Communities.   

First, there is a small church within the larger church built in every village where every member gets to share the good news and how this good news relates to their every day life.  Secondly, each member will have an opportunity to evangelize through this experience; whereby, the whole world can and will be evangelized by it.  The Catholic Church then becomes the Church in which everyone participates at one level or another, evangelizing everyone around them.  
VII.  Other Comments And Suggestions 

The headquarter of AsIPA used to send news reports only to the Archdiocese of Seoul.  By doing this, other diocese did not get them.  There were times we would just by chance get news reports through the Seoul Diocese.  

We think the reason the news we were sharing with the Seoul Diocese was not passed on to other diocese was because this Diocese did not have the responsibility and authority to give the news to other diocese.

We now know that anyone can send news to the Office of Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Korea.  This office has the authority and responsibility to send official documents directly to our diocese and to other diocese as well. 
Please contact the following person for permission to publish or copy any part of this article:                              Ms. Bibiana Joo Hyun Ro,
                                          Seoul Archdiocesan Pastoral Center
Chung-gu Myong-dong 2-gal,

Seoul 100-022 Korea
                              rovivi72@yahoo.co.kr or http://www.catholic.or.kr/    
Telephone:  (02)727-2114

                                                            Fax:  (02)733-1947 
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